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Our First Law Graduates Take Top jobs
He used the opportunity to call on
Australia to become the knowledge
nation and asked the students to avoid
becoming part of the brain drain.
The graduation ceremonies began
with a graduation mass in the Drill Hall
early on Sunday morning, December
17, and finished with an official
ceremony later that evening.
Notre Dame's top student for 2000
Jan Syminton was honoured during the
ceremony with the presentation of the
university's prestigious John Ralph
prize.
Provost of the university Professor
Opposition Leader Kim Beazley, pictured with his daughter
Jessica at her graduation from Notre Dame.
Greg Craven congratulated the law
students and said their success in
OTRE Dame's first law students
gaining articled positions proved both the
graduated in December last
worth of the course and the need for a third
year along with nearly 200 other
law school with a highly practical focus in
students from business, education,
Western Australia.
It was the first time for many years that the
health and theology.
university's graduation has been held on the
Nearly all of the 27 law students received
campus and the first time that graduation has
offers for jobs prior to graduation with many
taken place at the end of the university year.
taking up positions with the State's top legal
firms this year.
Three of the law students
were made associates of
Supreme Court Judges with
one gaining a position as
associate to the ChiefJustice.
Among the general
graduates was Jessica Beazley,
daughter of Opposition Leader
Kim Beazley who received a
Graduate
Diploma
in
Education, Secondary.
Mr Beazley gave an address
to the students and spoke of
the need to remember that
ethics were important in every
field.
Class of 2000, Notre Dame's first Law graduates.
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More and More
Students VVant
a Place at Notre
Dame
RECORD number of students
have enrolled at Notre Dame
this year filling the university to near
capacity in most courses.

A

Notre Dame Vice Chancellor Dr Peter
Tannock said
the
university was
experiencing a rapid growth phase with
enrolments up a massive 54 per cent on the
same figures last year.
He said the unprecedented growth was
good news fo r the university and illustrated
how Notre Dame was filling a niche in the
market.
Dr Tannock said the quality of the
students was also up on previous years with
most appl icants showing outstanding
academic ability, exceptional character and
commitment to community service.
Included in t his year's intake are two
general exhibition winners from the 2000

TEE.
"The first year entry for Australian
students this year is over 520 full-time
equivalent students on the Fremantle
campus and an additional 150 international
and study aboard students," Dr Tannock said.
'The Broome campus h as also more than
filled its quota of 120 students.
"It is very encouraging," he said.
Dr Tannock said the refurbishment of
the P & 0 Hotel in High Street had enabled
the university to accommodate the increased
enrolments but new facilities would be
required by 2002 in order to keep up with
the demand.
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Vice Chancellor's Report

T

he University of Notre Dame Australia continues to
develop as an e xciting and innovative institution within
the broad spectrum of Australian university education.
Perhaps the most significant deve lopment since I last wrote
has been the surge in our enrolments, both Australian and
International. We experienced a 54 per cent jump in our
first year Australian enrolments in 200 I, and a substantial
growth and diversification in our international students. We
now enrol students from 29 countries spread across all
continents. We have Study Abroad arrangements in place
with five Catholic universities and colleges in the United
States.

It is a busy and productive time for Notre Dame and we have every
reason to be thankful to our community - especially our staff and
students - who have worked so hard to make this dream of Notre Dame
the vibrant and high-quality reality it is rapidly becoming. We have also
every reason to be grateful to our many supponers and benefactors,
Commonwealth and State Governments, and the Church, who have
believed in us and our central goal: "To produce graduates shaped by
Christian traditions, beliefs and values, who will manifest a commitment
to professional excellence, community service and personal integrity in
their lives."

The growth in the quantity and the quality of our student intake,
with its spread across all of our Colleges and Schools, and on both our
Fremanrle and Broome Campuses, has been very encouraging to the
Notre Dame staff and leaders, although
it brings with it the usual problems of
finding additional space and coping with
the demand for educational and pasroral
care services. Notre Dame is well on
track to achieve its goal of enrolling
3000 equivalent full-time students by

Dr PeterTannock
Vice Chancellor

2010.
Several
important
academic
developments have been put in place for
2001. The University has introduced
two excellent new Schools - Electronic
Commerce in the College of Business,
and Health and Physical Education in
the College of Health.
We have also commenced a joint
feasibility study with the University of Western Australia into the
establishment of a Graduate School of Medicine in 2004. This has been
facilitated by the very generous commitment of Wesfanners, Western
Australia's leading company, of a$ I million grant towards this project.
The University has been further endowed by the Prindiville family
with their second gift of $1 million, this time to establish the Bernie
Prindiville Chair of Education. Bernie is a great Western Australian
citizen who has been an outstanding benefactor to, and advocate of, the
University of Notre Dame Australia.
The University has received significant recent capital suppon from
the Commonwealth Government, for which we are very grateful. The
Commonwealth has committed nearly $2 million for the construction
of a library on our Broome Campus and a further $600,000 to develop a
high-technology communication linkage between our two campuses.
We continue to develop our beautiful campuses in Fremantle and
Broome. In Fremantle, we have acquired the historic former Challenge
Bank building in High Street. It is our intention to develop this site as
our College of Health. We have also refurbished the beautiful old P &
0 Hotel in the hean of the university precinct. It has become both a
residential centre for the 80 students per year who come to us from St
Johns and St Benedict's University in Minnesota, United States of
America, and a classroom complex serving our College of Business.
Soon we will open Quinlan's Bar, the new University Tavern in the
restored P & 0 Hotel - hopefully a convivial gathering point for the staff
and students of Notre Dame and the wider Fremanrle community.
On tl1e Broome campus, we have developed a new Student Village
(in conjunction with the State Department of Training). This will
provide much-needed residential accommodation for 45 students
enrolled in Notre Dame and TAFE courses on our campus.
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Understanding
Business
in Asia
TUDENTS
from
the
University of Notre Dame
in
Fremantle
will
visit
traditional and family run
businesses
in
Southern
Malaysia and Singapore this
month as part of a new course
being run through the College
of Business.

S

New look: The P & 0 Hotel in High Street, Fremantle.

Old Pub Becomes a Centre
for Learning
HE University of Notre Dame has transformed the century old P & O
Hotel in High Street, Fremantle, to create one of the nation's most
unusual university buildings.

T

The once run down pub has been given
a new lease of life and refurbished to
include state of the art teaching areas,
student accommodation, a manager's flat
and a soon to be opened licensed tavern.
The $650,000 refit was completed in
time for the start of the university year.
Notre Dame paid for the extensive
refurbishment and has a 21-year lease on
the building with an option to renew.
Beer soaked carpets and decades of
nicot ine staining on the walls have been
removed, crumbling plaster repaired,
bathrooms renovated and fire escapes
installed.
Much of the plumbing and wiring was
also replaced during the refit. The courtyard
has been paved, shade trees planted and
outdoor furniture installed.
Manager of campus services at Notre
Dame Terry Craig said that prior to the
refurbishment, the hotel would not have
met current building code requirements.
Students had occupied some of the
rooms in the old P&O on a short-term basis
prior to an audit by the fire authorities
which noted that fire escapes had been
blocked and in some cases removed over
years of adhoc additions and renovations.
"When the previous licencee failed to
meet the required fire safety improvements
and we were given notice that the building

was unsafe we immediately stopped using it
for student accommodation," Mr Craig said.
"When we took over the lease in July
last year we set about trying to renovate and
refurbish it to bring it up to a suitable
standard as quickly as possible."
He said the carpets in the foye r of the
hotel had been so saturated with beer that a
breathalyser unit on the wall permanently
displayed a 0.01 reading.
"The build ing was in an appalling state
of disrepair. It had been neglected for years
and was quite unsafe," Mr Craig said.
"We have put in a completely new fire
safety system throughout, with smoke
detectors in every room, emergency lights,
fire hoses, extinguishers and a new fi re
escape.
"It is now a very safe and pleasant
environment for our students."
The old hotel, which will retain its
name, houses up to 44 students. The
College of Business is using the new
teach ing areas.
Mr Craig said a university tavern, to be
known as Quinlan's, after the buildings
original owners, will be opened on the
ground floor of the P&O on July 1, the
hotel's lOOth anniversary.
The P&O is positioned on the corner of
Mouat and High Streets in the heart of the
university precinct.

Coordinator of the Business in
Asia course Professor G eorge Kailis
said the field trip would give students
a chance to put the theory th ey had
learned
from
the
academic
component of the course into
practice.
He said the course, which
included lectures from key business
people in Perth including Haro ld
C lough of Clough Industries and
businessman Dr Eric Tan, was
particularly popular with American
study abroad students.
He said visiting students in the
business program saw Fremantle's
proximity to Asia as being a major
drawcard in their d~cision to study at
Notre Dame Australia.
'The course is tailored to students
who have no previous exposure to
Asia and covers n ot just the financial
and economic issues but emphasises
aspects of the major business cultures
in Asia," Prof. Kailis said.
He said a range of small family
businesses; public sector corporations
and financial in dustries would be
looked at in detail by the students
during their six-day overseas field trip.
"I was keen to ensure that the
studen ts were not simply looking at
the branch officers of major United
States corporations but were looking
at different businesses in Asia
including fam ily run firms and local
stockbroking companies.
"The trip will give students real
life exposure and a context to the
academic framework developed
during lecturers and tutorials," Prof
Kailis said.
He said the field trips had been
run in previous years but had not been
part of any particular course.
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Students and
Staff take to
the Streets

M

ORE than 750 staff and
students from the
University of Notre Dame
took to the streets of
Fremantle on the evening of
February 27 in a colourful
display to mark the start of
the university year.
Alfresco diners on Fremantle's
cappuccino strip witnessed the
unusual sight of staff in full academic
regalia marching alongside students
as the parade snaked its way from the
Fremantle Town Hall to the port
city's West End.
Coordinator of the procession, Campus
Chaplain , Father Paul Reed said the parade
was a way of bringing the university
together in a spirit of fun and community.
"It highlights the university's part in the
wider Fremantle community and celebrates
Notre Dame's unique position, as the nation's
only 'town university'," Father Reed said.
Ir was the second t ime that a
commencement march has been held at
Notre Dame and Fr Paul said it was now an
annual event.
The procession ended with staff and
students gathering in the university's Drill
Hall for a commencement ceremony and
the presentation of awards, to students of
the previous year, for outstanding academic
achievement and community service.

Notre Dame students and staff march through central Fremantle to mark the start of the University year.

Community Service Award
for Damien
MONG the recipients of awards presented at the university's
commencement ceremony in February was Damien Norris who
received the inaugural Archbishop Foley Prize for Community Service.

A

Damien, who is this year studying for an
honours degree in philosophy at Notre
Dame, has worked as a volunteer with the
Edmund Rice Centre assisting in the care of
people dying of AIDS.
He recently returned from a month
working in East Timor teaching English and
regularly helps with the packing of
containers shipped to the country every 8
weeks.

Damien is editor of the university's
student magazine Quasimodo, a position he
also held last year.
He spends his Saturday mornings
coaching children in gymnastics and is
currently working to raise funds for 24
tumbling mats for the n ew youth
association in D ili.
The award was presented by Maurice Foley,
brother of the late Archbishop Brian Foley.

Parents Opting for Private Schools for
Education in Values
N increasing number of parents
are choosing to send their
children to private rather than public
schools because of a perceived need
for values education, research by the
University of Notre Dame suggests.

A

The research by PhD student Angela
McCarthy is looking at the motivation
behind the parents' choice of C atholic
secondary schools over public schools.
It is the first time that anyone in
Australia
has
undertaken
indepth
quali tative research on the subject.
Mrs McCarthy, who is also the
coordinator of professional teaching practice
for the College of Education at Notre Dame,
said her research had shown clearly that
In Principia 4

parents wanted their children to be schooled
in values similar to their own.
"While there is no question that there is
a great deal of excellence in public schools,
what is coming through strongly in the
research is th at there is a pe rceived
differe nce in values education between
private and public schools," Mrs McCarthy
said.
"Parents believe values education has
been seriously eroded in the public sector in
recent years."
Mrs McCarthy said her research
indicated that cost was not a critical factor in
deciding between the public and private
sectors and the decision to choose private
education was made after parents considered
very carefully the needs of their children.

She said many of the parents she
interviewed in her research were far from
wealthy and struggled to afford a private
education for their children.
"What seems to be emerging from the
research is that parents are wanting a place
where the ir own va lues can be made
available to their children and can be
supported.
"Parents are saying - ' I have these values
and I really like them and I want my
children to have them."
Mrs McCarthy said it seemed that many
parents were happy to have their children
educated in the public school system in their
primary years but believed that a private
education was crucial during the teenage
years.

Notre Dame Student Helps Unravel
ComplexTongan Land Law
HE complexities of the largely
unwritten land tenure system in
the Kingdom ofTonga will be better
understood thanks to the voluntary
work of a third year law student at
Notre Dame, jasmine Campbell.

T

She jumped at the chance
to use her legal training but
did not let her extra workload
get in the way of her teaching
or her other activities in the
village.
Her research work on the
Ms Campbell returned from Tonga in
land law and policy in the
January after a six month stint in the country
Kingdom of Tonga impressed
as pare of AusAid's Australian Youth
both the Chief Justice and
Jasmine Campbell (right) with members of her special vocational English
Ambassador's Scheme.
her supervisor at Notre Dame
class in Tonga.
Her official work involved teaching
Kieran Tranter who said her fieldwork was
English to students in the village of Lapaha
incredibly detailed and comprehensive.
place to deal with land tenure tend to conflict
but after meeting the Chief Justice of Tonga,
Her paper provided a succinct summary of
with customary practices."
Gordon Ward, at an Australian High
the basic customary, statutory and case laws in
Ms Campbell was able to fit her legal
Commission cocktail party, Ms Campbell
relation to land in the Kingdom of Tonga. It
research work into a gruelling schedule that
soon became involved in researching an
also suggested recommendations for reform.
included teaching classes both mornings and
important aspect of Tongan law.
Ms Campbell hopes to return to Tonga
evenings.
Justice Ward asked Ms Campbell to
next year to update her research and is
Following her morning class she would
prepare a paper on the country's land laws in
looking at publishing her work.
board a bus to travel 45 minutes over rough
her spare time.
Prior to her paper, the land tenure system
roads to the Tongan capital of Nuku'alofa
was largely undocumented.
where she would spend the afternoon
The law gives every male
ploughing through court papers and other
taxpayer over the age of 16
documents.
access to two allotments of
She would then return in time for a quick
land.
tae-boxing routine with women in her village.
"With the increasing
Ms Campbell initiated the tae boxing classes
population a large number
in an effort to encourage a greater interest in
of young men are unable
exercise and fitness among young women in
to access land. It is
Tonga.
estimated that this year
After the exercise routine Ms Campbell
there will be 25,000 males
would take a study-skills class of up to 60
Ms
without
land,"
students three hours a night.
Campbell said.
She said her six-month stay in Tonga had
"The
system
is
been immensely rewarding. The paper she
incredibly complex. The
wrote in Tonga will fo rm part of her
Jasmine Campbell (left) pictured with members of her Tongan "family".
statutory mechanisms in
assessment at Notre Dame.

Remember the University of Notre Dame Australia in your
Will, and help underpin the future of this unique University
Notre Dame aims to produce graduates shaped by Christian traditions, beliefs and values, who will
manifest a commitment to professional excellence, community service and personal integrity in their lives.
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I am interested in making a Bequest to the University of Notre
Dame Australia. Please provide me with further information.

0

I would like to tour the Campus.
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Tel (08) 9239 SS IS • Fax (08) 9239 SS44
jhammond@nd.edu.au • www.nd.edu.au

We would be pleased to know if you have included a bequest to the
University in your Will. We would like to share with you our vision,
and would value the chance to thank you personally.
Name: ............. ...... ............................................................................... ....... .
Address: .. ............................. ....... ........ ............. .............................. ..... ....... .
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For many the experience is not only
unforgettable but life altering.
Isolated Aboriginal communities
play host to the groups providing a rare
insight into Aboriginal culture, the
Australian environment and the
outback.
The students come not as tourists
but as guests.
For many, the friendships formed in
their four days spent living in
Aboriginal communities are continued
through the exchange of letters and

cards.
The field trip forms part of the
students' study of Australian History
and Society, a popular course attracting
99 per cent of the American st.:!Y
abroad stuaents.
The trip take place in ~lay and late
August and are timed to ~id the wet
season.
Coordinator of the course, Dr
Simon Adams said the trips provided a
tremendous opportunity for cultur
interaction.

the highrtght of their time in Australia
but was one of the best week's of their
lives."
He

the university was very
o
need not only to take
from the experience but also to give the
unities something
"the week in the
ack in renim.
this end the Kimberley was rwt
stud
were encouraged only the highlight
not
y listen to the
consci~

,,.,,,.,..r

"You can giv:tO lectures 6 blade
aitC1 white relatio in this country but
nothin!! comes close to the impact thati>
this e~ef)C!has," Dr Adams said.

~

sto~ of the people they

of their time in
Australia but was
one of the best
week's of their
lives."

visit«I but also to tell
their own.
Dr Adams said some of
the Aboriginal
children saw the
American students as being
like "the TV screen coming to
life" and were thrilled to hear
stories about America.
Professional Aboriginal tour
operators run the trips taking
the students to communities
American Study Abroad students getting a taste of the Australian
across the Kimberley.
outback

"Quite a few of the students
comment at the end of the course that
the week in the Kimberley was not only
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Four Aboriginal communities
rums to host the students with

ancient
rock paintings.
Dr Adams said the
students had been
amazed that members of the
community were connected through
their ancestors to paintings thousands
of years old.
The Rector of Notre Dame's Port
Lodge, Patricia Rangel, who has
accompanied the students on field trips
for the past two years said a highlight of

last year's trip to the Gibb
River Road Community was
that school children from the
community later visited the
stude~ at Notre Dame.
Dllring their annual school
camp;to Penh in November
last year,~~~Q.Ol the
Wanalirr:~·-CadJic Sch'Ool

Rangel (front left) and Simon Adams (middle far right)
with the Study Abroad students and staff from the
Wanalirri Catholic School in the Kimberley.

spent a night at Port Lodge in
Fremande.
invaluable ·~d
"They shared a meal with the
friendships rorm.~~~1!11
students and camped the night on the
groups first met in th e Kimberley in
floor of the residents
September.
lounge just as the
"It exposes them to an
She said that as
students had done area few Australians
the
American
when they visited the
and
even
fewer students were leaving
children
m
their
Wanalirri, the Sister
community,"
Ms Americans are ever
in charge of the
Rangel said.
school asked her
able to see,"
The following day
students to look
the students accompanied the children
closely at the age of the Americans and
on a train and ferry trip to the zoo.
pointed out that although they were
Ms Rangel said the cultural
adults they were still at school.
exchange enjoyed by the groups was
"In this way she was using our

students as models for higher
education. The sister asked the
children to see our students as examples
of people who made university and
further education a priority," Ms Rangel
said.
She said the students enjoyed the
field trips and their contact with the
communities p<irtiC111arly with the
Aboriginal children.
"It exposes them to an area few
Australians and even fewer Americans
are ever able to see," Ms Rangel said.
"It touches them in a way much
more profoundly than the good life
they have here in Fremantle."

An Aboriginal Elder from the Gibb River Road
Community shows students his country.

ND students take a break during a walk to Aboriginal rock
paintings with members of the Gibb River Road Community
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State's Top Students Receive Scholarships
to study at Notre Dame
TWELVE of the state's best
I students were awarded academic
scholarships to study at Notre Dame
this year at a special ceremony held at
the start of the university year.
Included in the group were two General
Exhibition winners from the State's Tertiary
Entrance Examinations. They were Christopher Bailey, who also earned a
subject exhib ition after achieving the
state's highest raw examination mark in
physics, and Lauren Burwood.
General exhibitions are awarded by the
State's Curriculum Council to the students
who achieve the highest scores across five
subject areas in the TEE. Only the state's
top 40 students receive the honour.
Notre Dame Vice Chancellor Dr Peter
Tannock congratulated the scho larship
winners and said each was not only an
exceptionally high academic achiever but
had also demonstrated an outstanding
commitment to community service and to
helping others.
He said the students were tomorrow's
leaders.
"Th ese are students of tremendous
intellect and academic ability but they are
also well rounded and developed
individuals who are committed to serving
the community," Dr Tannock said.

"They all know who they are, what they
Sanderson, Callum Ingram and Blair
are and what they want to do in the world."
Hebenton.
He said all of the students had made
The awards cover ha lf a student's tuition
Notre Dame their first ch oice tertiary
fees for the duration of their degree.
institution and all had expressed interest in
Ms Kelly chose to study at Notre Dame
studying at the university because of its
despite being offered an Access Scholarship
to attend Melbourne University.
high educational standards, its personal
Dr Tannock said the high academic
approach and its emphasis on social justice.
standing of the scholarship winners was
Stuart Taylor was named this year's
winner of the Prindiville Scholarship and
indicative of the quality of the students
Maria Mansour took out a special university
Notre Dame was attracting.
scholarship.
Christopher Bailey and
Lauren
Burwood
each
received
Founders
Scholarsh ips. The sought
after awards cover a students
full tuition fees for the
duration of their degree.
They are awarded to students
who have been admitted to an
undergraduate degree course
at Notre Dame and who
perform exceptionally well in
their Tertiary
Entrance
Examinations.
General
University
scholarships were granted to:
The scholarship winners (front from left) Lauren Burwood, Maria
Matthew Poole, Shauna
Mansour, Grant Sanderson, Emma Keely, {back from left} Trent Tolra,
Thomas, Emma Keely, Trent
Matthew Poole, Blair Hebenton, Stuart Taylor, Callum Ingram, Gerald Yin,
Christopher Bailey & Shauna Thomas.
Tolra, Gerald Yin , Grant

VVesfarmers Pledge $1
Graduate School of Medicine

W

ESFARMERS have pledged$ I million in financial support for an initiative by the University of Notre Dame
and the University of Western Australia to develop the State's first Graduate School of Medicine.

The proposed school would offer a fouryear medical degree to graduates and would
specialise in training doctors for remote and
rui:al areas of Western Australia.
Announcing the funding, Wesfarmers
chairman, Harry Perkins said he looked
forward to developing a rewarding partnership
with the two universities in what he described
as an exciting and important project.
Initial funding of $200,000 will be used to
complete feas ibility studies into the
establishment of graduate entry programs
currently being undertaken by the universities.
If a decision is made to proceed with the
school following the feasibility studies then
Wesfarmers will provide $200,000 per annum
for the first four years of its operation.
Under the current plan it is hoped that the
new Graduate School will open in January
2004 with an initial intake of up to 60
In Principio 8

graduates. A curriculum and teaching program
will be jointly developed between the two
universities and will involve the collaborative
use of the full range of West Australian
hospital and community healdi ~ervil:~.
Executive Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry at UWA Professor Lou Landau
said his university was committed to the
provision of a range of opportunities for
prospective students to study medicine.
"The graduate opportunity for entry into
medicine is essential in Western Australia. It
gives local students choice and provides
opportunities for international students,"
Professor Landau said.
Dean of Health at the U niversity of Notre
Dame, Professor Michael Quinlan said
Western Australia was the only state that had
a chronic shortage of doctors.
He said that up to 60 positions for doctors

in remote and rural areas of Western Australia
remained unfilled at any one time.
Notre Dame Vice Chancellor Dr Peter
Tannock and the Vice Chancellor of UWA
Professor Deryck Schreuder said the
Wesfarmers pledge was both generous and farsighted.
Dr Tannock said he was delighted at the
prospect of working closely with the
University of Western Australia to bring the
project to fruition.
"This Graduate School of Medicine will
make a unique contribution to health in
Western Australia. It will fu lfil a need for
doctors in WA, provide a niche opportunity
for students and help meet the special needs of
remote and rural Western Australia for
medical services," Dr Tannock said.

Soup Kitchen Celebrates a Year of Operation
AIN, hail or heat a small band of volunteers from the University of Notre Dame take to the streets every
Saturday night providing free soup and bread to the hungry.

R

The volunteers operate from the back of
a Red Cross Van distributing left over soup
from the St John of God H ospital in
Murdoch, and unsold bread from local
bakeries, to the homeless and needy of
Fremantle.
The Saturday service was taken on by
Notre Dame's Edmund Rice Centre last
year because there was no Fremantle soup
run on a Saturday n ight and those who
relied on it to provide them with their only
meal for the day simply went without.
The service recently celebrated its first
year of operation and is planning to offer a
second run to fi ll the increasing demand.
Volunteers are trained by the Red Cross,
which oversees the service and provides the
use of a van. A student then takes over the
job of coordinating the roster so that two
students and one staff member are available
for the run every Saturday night .
Service learning coordinator for the
Edmund R ice Centre David Platt said that
when the Saturday service started in March
last year it was catering for around a dozen
people.

But as word spread, de mand grew and it and Mr Platt said that at most stops, clients
now feeds an average of 40 people a night.
were already queuing when the van arrived.
H e said the soup kitchen was one of the
He said on occasions the demand for the
most popular serv ices offered by the service had been so great thar the van had
Edmund Rice Centre in terms of th e n m out of soup heforp it rn11ld finish its run.
number of students a nd staff who
"We are definitely meeting an
volunteered to take part.
identifiable need in the commun ity," M r
Around 50 volunteers from Notre Dame Platt said.
are involved in the
project.
Mr Platt said
many of the soup
kitchen's
clients
turned up with
saucepans
and
plastic containers to
take away their soup
and for many it
would be the only
food they had until
fo llowing
the
evening wh en the
van returned.
The van pulls up
at seven designated
stops in Fremantle
Notre Dame Chaplain, Father Paul Reed, distributing soup to Fremantle's needy.

Specialist PE teachers a Must: Academic
NEW degree course in Health
and Physical Education at the
University of Notre Dame hopes to
address an urgent need in the
community for specialist physical
education teachers and practitioners.

A

started school because physical education
was being given token value in our schools
with teachers often ill trained to handle
what was supposed to be one of the eight
core curriculum areas.
The sh ort-term r~sult of the down
playing of PE was that many students
Head of Notre Dame's new school of
lacked basic ball and racquet skills and
H ealth and Physica l Education Dr Helen
developed a disinterest in sport at an early
Parker said children were becoming
age. ln the long-term they could develop
inactive and at an increasingly early age, in
health problem ranging from obesity to
part due to competition from television,
osteoporosis.
videos and computers.
"We are seeing primary school children
She said the problem of inactivity was
in Year 1 refusing to take part in PE and
often compounded when the children
bringing notes from home excusing them
from the subject," Dr
Parker said.
"The status quo is
that physical education
can be taught by
anyone but this is
wrong. It requires a
deep understanding of
physical activity and
child development. It is
something that requires
specialist teaching."
Dr Helen Parker pictured with students from the new School of Health and
She said primary
Physical Education. The students will undertake part of their practical training at
the Fremantle Dockers HQ at Fremantle Oval and so donned Dockers jumpers
school students often

only received two 20 minutes PE lessons a
week from teachers who had received as
little as a week's training on the subject
during their degrees.
Dr Parker said universities across the
nation were turning away from th e training
of physical education teachers and
emphasising instead sports science and
other sports related subjects.
Notre Dame was attempting to reverse
the trend and was the on ly university in the
state to offer a degree in Health an d
Physical Education.
The program also equips students to
become leaders in promoting physical
activity across the lifespan.
"We should be aiming in our schools to
give every child the ability to manage their
own physical health by giving them the
skills and knowledge to enable them to do
that," Dr Parker said.
She said every school in the state should
have a specialist physical education teacher
on staff.
"Physical inactiv ity is a real concern in
Australia but if we can get in early and give
our ch ildren the skills and the confidence
to be physically active we stand a fighcing
chance."

for this years commencement parade. (See page 4)
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New $1.3 Million University Library for
Notre Dame Broome Campus
ederal Minister for Education, Dr taking the results of their research home wirh
Sr Rhatigan said the photographic
collection had already proved an invaluable
David Kemp, has approved an in- them," Sr Rhatigan said.
"It would be fantastic if that material could resource to members of the stolen generation
principle allocation of $1 .3 million for
come
back to the Kimberley and find a home who had used the pictures to help trace their
the establishment of a new library and
where it could be used by the people who were heritage.
research centre at the University of
the subject of rhe studies.
The funds will be made available in 2003
Notre Dame's Broome Campus.
"Our aim is that the libraiy will become an and are part of the Commonwealth's Capital
The $ 3million libraty and research centre international centre for researchers, Development Pool.
will be used to house rhe university's growing government staff, scholars and interested
Dr Kemp has also agreed to provide Notre
collection of archival material as well as books members of rhe larger community."
Dame with an additional $600,000 in 2003 for
and orher materials.
The university also had a unique collection the development of communications and
The rest of the money needed for the of archival photographs rhat would be stored information technology infrastructure linking
project will come from rhe university's own and accessed through rhe new libraiy and the university's Broome and Fremantle
fundraising including rhe sale of art gifted to research centre.
campuses.
Notre Dame by Aboriginal artists
from rhroughour the Kimberley.
It will be a multi-parmer libraiy
for use by a range of educational
providers including the university
and the Kimberley College of TAFE.
Dean of Notre Dame's Broome
Campus Sister Pat Rhatigan said the
university's current libraiy in Broome
was overcrowded and inadequate and
the new Facility would be a welcome
addition to rhe town.
She said it was hoped that
research materials garhered in the
Kimberley over the past 150 years,
particularly on the Aboriginal people,
could find a home in the new libraiy
and research centre.
"For years people from all over the
world have been coming to the
Kimberley to do PhD research on the
An artist's impression of the proposed new Library and Research Centre at Broome.
indigenous population and then

F

Students Setting Stage for NewTheatreArts Company

S

TUDENTS enrolled in Notre Dame's new Bachelor of Performing Arts expect to create, produce and perform
their first works for public viewing in a season scheduled to open at the end of this semester.

The 18 students are working to establish
rhemselves as a theatre company from a base
in The Studio, the university's new
performance space in Mouat Street
Fremande.
Coordinator of the university's new
Bachelor of Performing Arts, Teresa Izzard
said the students would learn all aspects of the
business of theatre in a course that was not
simply a drama school but provided
comprehensive industry training.
Students undertake extensive training
in singing, choreography, theatre arts and
business.
All of rhe students had to undertake
interviews and auditions, which included the
presentation of an original solo performance,
before being accepted into the course.
In Principio I 0

Ms Izzard will act like a director to the
students' fledgling rheatre company in rhe
first year of its operation. As they p1ogress
rhrough the course they will assume control of
the company taking on responsibility for
everything from its artistic direction to
publicity and sound business management.
"They may decide at the completion of the
course to continue to work together as a
theatre company," Ms lzzard said.
The course encourages rhe development
of an innovative form of rheatre art known as
devised theatre which tends not to work from
scripted plays but rather improvisation and
stoiyboards.
Ms Izzard said the new company would
inject a much-needed freshness into rheatre
in Perth.

"All of the students will have at least two
or three roles in evety show. They will be
trained to do evetything from lighting to stage
management, direction and acting," Ms Izzard
said.
She said the new company would also look
at rhe possibility of doing a regional tour in
the final year of rhe course.
The Studio, which opened at the start of
the university year, was once an indoor
basketball court and has since been
transformed into an intimate rheatre and
rehearsal space.
The Fremantle based course is being run in
a joint initiative between rhe University of
Notre Dame and rhe West Australian
Academy of Performing Arts at Edith Cowan
University.

Notre Dame
Tops After
Tallyroom
Talkfest
OTRE Dame is fast
becoming the first port
of call for journalists wanting
an academic analysis of State
politics, thanks to the work of
Dr Simon Adams, head of the
School of Politics and History.

N

Notre Dame's Dr Simon Adams interviews
Pauline Hanson in the tally room on the
evening of the State election.

Dr Adams rose to public notoriety
in the lead-up to the State election
where he provided a comprehensive
commenta ry on what looked like
being a close election.
He was one of only a handful of
e lection commentators to pick an
ALP victory.
O n election night, flanked by
Federal MP Julie Bishop and ABC
personal ity Liam Bartlett, Dr Adams
provided an insightful run-down
from the tally room on ABC rad io
statewide.
As the events of the nigh t
unfo lded Dr Adams interviewed a
wide range of winners and losers.
The quality of his commentary
and h is unique style resulted in
numerous requests fo r comments in
the weeks foll owing the election and
h ave pushed h im to fore fron t of
political analysis in the State.

Business Alumni: Continuing the
Life Long Association
he Notre Dame Australia
T
Business Alumni Association
welcomes aJI students, graduates,
staff, and friends of the College of
Business and the University. The
association was established I 2
months ago and has enjoyed a
successful first year. We have
established contact with over two
hundred past graduates.
In all, we conducted seven networking
functions, including a wine and cheese
night, a graduation presentation, and
seminars conducted by well-respected
business personalities including:
* Dr Joe Urbane, Dean of the MBA
program at the University of Notre Dame,
Indiana. Dr Urbane presented "The
Challenges of Fast Ti.mes: Market Research
and Competitive Advantage" where he
discussed the role of research in business;
* John Longley, the Executive Director
of the Fremantle Chamber of Commerce.
John's presentation focused on "Fremantle:
the Past, Present and Future;"
* Sean O'Brien, an IBO Solutions
Executive for E-Govemment in the Asia
Pacific Region. Sean's presented on "The
Realities ofE-Business."
A mix of graduates, current students,
staff, and friends of the College of Business
UJmed out to each event. The seminars
provide opportunities for networking and
social interaction as well as the latest
information on business directions and

Dan Chesson

Alumni News
In Principio welcomes comments and
news from graduates. Here American
Study Abroad student Dan Ormsby,
who
studied
Commerce
and
Economics at NDA in 1999, reflects on
his time at Notre Dame Australia.

s the month of May approaches
each yea~ the thoughts of
university students in the United
States tum to final exams, summer
employment, seeing loved ones, and
for some, graduation.

A

About this time, my thoughts invariably
drift back to my experiences at Notre Dame
in Indiana, and without fail, I reach the
conclusion that my semester as an exchange
student at Notre Dame Australia was the
highlight of my time in university.
Political scientist, Dr Simon Adams, WA Electoral
Commissioner, Dr Ken Evans, Federal MP Julie
Bishop and former ALP National Secretary, Gary
Gray discussing the results.

opportunities.
A Business Alumni web site has been set
up, which can be accessed by clicking on the
Alumni link from the home page of Notre
Dame Australia - www.nd.edu.au. The web
site has numerous features including a
discussion board where members are
encouraged to post questions or topics of
conversation. Members are also encouraged
to enter their details on the group's database.
This year will be an exciting year for the
Business Alumni. In addition to conducting
seminars and networking functions, the
Business Alumni will be working hard to
conduct further market research to reveal
graduates' needs and wants from the
association.
The Business Alumni is looking for
additional Committee members to assist in
driving the association to greater heights
this year. If you would like to play an active
role in defining the direction the Business
A lumni develops, we would like to hear
from you as soon as possible. As the
Committee is voluntary, the commitment is
not too onerous, however you will be
required to attend monthly committee
meetings.
For further infonnation visit the Business
Alumni's web site (from the University's
home page), contact Dan Chesson
(President) on 9322 43 22 or e-mail
dan@austasiagroup.com.au

This statement may sound odd to those
that are fami liar with the great tradition of
NOUS, but NOA offered an atmosphere
and a perspective that I could not get in
Indiana.
From the Islam class to the tourism class,
from the chapel on campus to Port Lodge,
from the Maritime Museum to Rottnest
Island, and from the cafes to the pubs, NDA
offered something fresh and unique that
expanded my perceptions of the world.
I still feel strong connections to NOA
through my relationships and my memories.
It is exciting to read about the growth of
NOA because I know that the piece of me
that I left on campus in Fremantle grows
along with the University.

Dan Ormsby

Alumni News
If you would like your comments and details included in this
section of In Principia please send an email to:
Maria Saldanha at msaldanha@nd.edu.au
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Notre Dame Taking Theological Study to the People

A

N innovative program designed to give members of the public the opportunity to study theology at their local
church has met with an outstanding response.

The program, run by the University of
Notre Dame's College of Theology, saw
more than 130 people taking part in the first
of the lecture series.
Dean of the College Father Brian Boyle
said he had been overwhelmed by the public
interest in the course.
"None of us expected we would get
anything like the response we did," Fr Brian
said.
"The course is meeting a real need in the
community."

The Adult Faith Education seminars, run
over three weekends, included instruction in
the Old ~nd the New Testament,
Sacramental life and current moral theology.
Fr Brian said the lectures were aimed at
community education and at promoting
other courses run through the College.
The first of the seminars was held at the
Applecross Catholic Church and similar
courses are planned for other zones within
the Archdiocese of Perth.

Fr Brian said the College of Theology
had introduced two new university courses
this year that had also been well received by
the market.
A Certificate in Theology by external
study is being offered for the fi rst time this
year and has an enrolment of 24 students.
The College has also introduced a Master
of Arts in Theological Study that Fr Brian
said had attracted a lot of interest from
people involved in Catholic Education.

Notre Dame
purchased through the Development Office at Notre Dame

Pewter Key Ring
$ 12

Inc GST

Stations of the Cross Poster
$15 Inc GST

images of the 14 bronze panels
from around the Fremantle campus

T-Shirts
Golf
Umbrella
$30

$22 Inc GST
(Navy, Grey Marie and White in sizes S, M, L,
XL)

Other clothing items available include:
Fitted Lycra Tops, Polarfleece Tops, Sweatshirts,
Polo T-Shirts, Long-Sleeved Surf-Tops and Caps

For additional information please contact the Development Office (08) 9239 5690
located at 21 Henry Street, Fremantle.
To view these and many other items go to
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www.nd.edu.au/shop

